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Dear church,

It has been already one year of Chara Community. And I approach this date with much thankfulness 
and gratefulness. We are so indebted to God for His amazing work in us and His continued grace 
upon us. Without Him, we would not be where we are today. So with much prayer and humility I come 
knowing that we must first kneel to the king of kings in recognizing this milestone. God is great, and 
we have experienced this for ourselves this past year. Glory to God.

And yet, this year has been a tough year for many of us. With some much uncertainty that 
surrounded our lives, we couldn’t be sure of anything. For some of us, it meant that we skipped on 
church, for others it meant reconnecting to church. And yet for still others it meant disconnecting 
completely. Knowing the struggles that many of us had to endure, I can’t help but to be thankful to 
God once more for carrying us through this journey. And hope for good things to come once more.

When we started Chara Community, our hope was to create an identity within this neighborhood to 
reach out to the disenfranchised, to the unchurched, to the believers that had suffered and endured. 
And by the grace of God, we have welcomed many such members like this to our ministry. It is the 
sincere wish of our leaders that many find healing in this community. Find a place to grow in faith 
and continue to rise up. That our challenge for this generation is that they may grow.

There have been many highlights throughout the year but more noticeable, what I remember is the 
beginning of membership classes, the very first commitment made before God and others to serve 
this church. Chara Community hopes to encourage ownership and accountability within our 
congregation. And so we hope to fill these seats in our church next year with a greater number of 
registered members. And we’ll continue to strive to do so.

Another great memory that comes to mind is the our very first baptism. Our brother, Tony, came to us 
in a time when things were far from perfect. He remained, he committed himself, and now he is 
serving in various roles within the church. We hope that his journey might be the journey for many of 
you who are desiring to join our church. A place where growth is visible and effective in the lives of 
everyday people.

There are so many people that I’m thankful for, you are appreciated, for your hardwork and service. I 
especially want to thank the leadership team for continuing to strive to make this ministry 
complete. I look forward to all the great things that we’ll accomplish together as a team.

Finally, as we look forward, I want to share my hope for this church. As you all know, I’m not 
interested in numbers or influence or power, but rather when we look back to this time ten years 
down the road, twenty years down the road, my sincere hope is that we’ll remain faithful to who we 
were. A group of people desiring to be faithful to the Lord. And so whatever struggles we face, 
whatever hurdles we overcome, let us be together in the faith.

With much love,

Your Pastor



Pulpit Supply | Pastor Shinwoo Chun

Pastor Shinwoo Chun supplied the pulpit with his 
series on Ruth over eight weeks during 
December-February as Pastor James was overseas 
on personal issues.

Chara Hike | November 28

Winter Revival | January 8-10

As the new year began, Chara sought God’s Word. 
Pastor Peter Mun (Washington Onnuri Community 
Church) came to speak at the winter revival.

Pastor Peter spoke on Exodus 33:7-11 (In His 
Presence), 2 Kings 5:1-14 (Under the Armor), and 
Matthew 5:13-16 (Salt & Light) over three nights.

The Beginning | September 13

As COVID-19 continued to affect the church, Pilgrim 
EM strove to seek faithfulness in the Lord in times of 
uncertainty. Services had began to shift into the 
wide space of the church gymnasium. And on 
September 13th, 2021 “Chara Community” came into 
existence.

Chara (xará) is the Greek word for ‘joy’. Properly 
having the meaning of: “the awareness of God's 
grace”.

“We exist to enjoy (chara) the fullness of God.” is our 
slogan. This is further expressed in our ministry as 
we seek to know God, abide in Christ, and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.

____________________________

Back to Church Sunday | September 27

Our annual Back to Church Sunday was held with our 
guest speaker Pastor Peter Kim (Virginia 
Presbyterian Church) who spoke on Romans 8:1-4, 
entitled ‘Free from Condemnation’.

Sammuel Moon shared our church presentation. And 
testimonies were given by Karis Oh, John Jin, and 
Kayla Jugan.

The meeting was held online due to COVID closure, 
but members were encouraged to engage online and 
bring their friends through this new platform for 
ministry.



Mission Awareness Week | April 11

Steve Kang was invited to speak for our first mission 
awareness week. His message was on Matthew 
28:19-20 (Motivation for Missions).

Steve & Sehee (Kris) Kang are serving in Taipei, 
Taiwan. Their vision is to assist in local church 
planting movements along with supporting and 
teaching at seminaries in Taiwan (China Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Taipei) to train and equip 
pastors.

Baptism | May 20

Our brother Tony Lee was baptised after successfully 
completing his Baptism Class and testifying to his 
faith in front of our church congregation. Baptism 
was held outside in the church patio. Tony is our first 
baptism of Chara Community.

Annual Visitation

After having returned from Korea, Pastor James met 
up with individual members of Chara Community. 
Beginning on March 17th and continuing till June 
2nd. During this three month period, relationships 
were strengthened and connections were greatly 
anticipated.

Easter Revival | April 2-4

During Easter, a revival with guest speaker  Pastor 
Caleb Lee was held. His messages included the 

following:

Remember the cross to see His love
(Romans 3:21-26)
Remember the cross to gain more of Christ
(Philippians 3: 7-8)
Remember the empty grave and live as a child of God
(1 John 3:1-2)

The meeting was held as a joint meeting of Pilgrim 
Youth and Chara Community.



Farewell | June 20

We sadly said goodbye to Pastor Jun-Hyok Jeon and 
Wendy Cho, who served as the intern-pastor of youth 

from 2019. He was with us throughout the covid 
closure and although he served mainly in the youth 
group, he was a constant presence amongst our 

midst.

We wish him well on his future journey in chaplaincy 
and in future ministries.

Welcome | July 11

We welcomed a new staff member into our ranks. 
Former member and praise team leader Sammuel 
Moon. Samm joined us as the intern-youth pastor and 
pursuing theological training at RTS.

Summer Retreat | July 9-10 & 11

Summer retreat was held at Meadowkirk with guest 
speaker Pastor John Yun (College Pastor, KCPC). The 
theme of the retreat was ‘the Church’. And these 
were his messages:

- Fellowship (Acts 2:42-47)
- Discipleship (Matthew 28:16-20)
- Membership (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)

Our guest lecturer was Dylan Hwang. Whose seminar 
was also on discipleship.



Midweek Meetings & Classes

The following meetings and classes were held 
throughout the year as part of our ministry:

- Tuesday Fellowship

- Wednesday Prayer

- Saturday Sports

- Sunday Small Groups

- College Fellowship

- Discipleship Training

- Membership Classes

- Baptism Classes

____________________________

Members | 2020-2021

The following people had become members of Chara 
Community:

- Sammuel Moon

- Karis Oh

- Joshua Oh

- Sooji Jeon

- Elizabeth Lee

- Anthony Lee

Worship Room | August 1st

Beginning in August, Chara moved to the old youth 
room. This space has become the new home for 
Chara Community.

Major Sermon Series | Rev. James Lee

Walk in the Light (1 John)

Christ in Hebrews (Hebrews)

Faith in the Faithless (Hosea)



College Outing | August 14

Our first college outing was at Burke Lake Park. 
College students came together to eat at the park 

and play games after at the church.

College ministry subsequently began on September 
8th. As a weekly midweek meeting.

Offering & Attendance

Starting in July, a record of offering and attendance 
was memo’d the following are the averages for 
recorded (full) months.

July 
- Offering $117.50

August
- Offering $370.75
- Attendance 24

Path Forward

Any journey has it challenges and rewards. As a 
church we know that we’ll face hardships and 
blessings moving forward. But we also understand 
that the journey itself is important. How we arrive at 
the destination.

Our immediate vision is to become a self-sustaining 
independent church. What that looks like is a church 
that is able to sustain its own financial 
responsibilities and one that doesn’t rely on support 
from its mother church.

We believe that this independence will help us move 
to future growth and maturity. As a self-sustaining 
church we want to establish key leaders in ministry 
as well. This will take the form of future deacons and 
elders that shall be appointed with God’s grace 
within our community.

We want to strive forward by setting such goals so 
that we are not dormant nor happy with where we 
are but continue to serve this community and NOVA. 
So that we might reflect godliness in every avenue 
that God has established for us.

We want to continue to maintain key relationships 
partnering with Pilgrim Community Church. While 
especially being an avenue for their English 
ministries. We want to help the young and growing 
members of the Pilgrim Youth and College and above. 
Integrating them to our community.

By building on the foundations that are already 
established for ministry, we believe that God will 
ultimately use us for His kingdom. Our journey will 
thus need faithful members to faithful execute our 
prerogative. And so we call on our members to serve 
and be integrated in our church.

Ultimately, we believe that God has greater plans for 
us. We earnest pray to the Lord, that He might do His 
bidding in us. That God will guide us and be our light. 
And so we ask all of our Chara Community members 
and friends. Please pray for the future of Chara 
Community.

Psalm 118:23-24
This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.



Isaiah 40:31
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;

they shall walk and not faint.


